MIDDLETON CHENEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

AT 7.30.P.M. ON THURSDAY 22nd MAY, 2008.
Present :

Chairman Cllr. J. Rakestraw.




Cllrs. C. Bowden, P. Browne, C. Bryant, P. Dixon, S. Jerrams-Coughtrey, 




A. Parrymore, R. Solesbury and Mrs. C. Stacey (Clerk) 




Police      : 
Inspector Alex Terry (Towcester Police Station)






PCSO S. Bourne and  P.C. M. Dearsley






Mr. Ken Melling County Councillor – Northants County Council.






Mr. David Lumb – Banbury Guardian (Press)




7 members of the public representing various organisations.


1. APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from Cllr. V. Furniss and Cllr. J. Possinger, and from Nancy Long (Archivist), Chris Wells (History Society), Barry Coles (Football Club), Brian Griffiths (Lynden Players), Teresa Aris (PFA), the Tai-Chi organisation, the Cricket Club, Terry Martin and 
Mrs. W. Jackson.
2. WELCOME.

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting but expressed disappointment at the non-attendance of representatives of a number of organisations that had requested, and received, our support during the last 12 months. 
3.  MINUTES.

(a) Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 17th May, 2007.

The Chairman proposed that these be accepted as a true and correct record - all agreed and these were duly signed.

(b) Matters arising from the Minutes.

No matters raised.
4. REPORTS TO THE MEETING.

(a) Police.

Inspector Alex Terry attended the meeting introducing herself as the new Inspector for the South Northants area a position which she had held for just two months.

PCSO S. Bourne, the Community Support Officer for our village stated that public meetings had been held throughout the whole of the area (although poorly attended), to ascertain the community priorities. Main priorities raised were speeding, parking and fly tipping/anti-social behaviour.  Regarding speeding a speed-watch scheme had now been set in place and additional enforcement had been done by the Road Safety Camera team.  Parking was a big issue and one which was currently being looked at. School parking was a big problem but letters had been sent out and regular patrols were undertaken. Fly tipping - again contact numbers had been re-issued in order to report any incidents, and normally within 24 hours offending items had been removed. PCSO Bourne was pleased to report a decrease in anti-social behaviour.
Figures for 2007/8 showed an increase of 2 at 95 recorded crimes. The biggest increase was theft from vehicles, both private and commercial vehicles.  Upturn also reported in thefts from outbuildings.  Violent crimes in the community had gone up by 1 but this did not include domestic offences.  Regarding the Crime Figure League for the whole of Northampton and surrounding rural areas, Middleton Cheney was one up from the bottom.  
PC Martyn Dearsley informed the meeting that theft of scrap metal and lead was a problem and the police were currently trying to encourage the use of “Smart Water” on roofs to help trace the lead when stolen.  
He requested that residents ensure that house names/numbers were clearly visible as, if not; it could be difficult for the Emergency Services to locate someone who needed immediate help.  
Regarding wildlife, the Chairman stated that munkjack deer were straying across the road, by the Garden Centre, and that signs should be erected warning drivers of this.  PC Dearsley would investigate but understood that these were actively culled as they caused a lot of damage.
Cllr. Parrymore raised the point that staff from the Primary School may be using the area outside the newsagents to park their cars.  PC Dearsley promised to investigate.

The Police were thanked for attending and then left the meeting.

(b) County Councillor Ken Melling – Northants County Council.
The Chairman introduced Mr. Ken Melling and thanked him for his efforts and the support that he had given to our Parish.  Mr. Melling had been our County Councillor since May 2005.  During the past year he had been a member of the Health & Social Care Scrutiny Committee which looked at how things were working and at Working Groups and advised of any improvements.
He was pleased to report that Council Tax had been held down to the rate of inflation at 4.2% this year.

He had prepared the NCC response to the proposed cutbacks at Horton Hospital and led our opposition to them.  He was also on the Audit Committee ensuring that proper controls were in place on how money was spent. 
As from 1st April Atkins had been replaced by MGWSP, on a 5 year contract. It was understood that they intended to do a Road Show to explain to the public, their decisions and intentions.  

New low energy street lighting was to be installed over the next couple of years.

£1.5m had been received from the Government to improve safety and reduce accidents on rural roads in South Northamptonshire.

Full report on file.
Cllr. Parrymore questioned whether the new company taking over from Atkins had any connection with them. The Chairman explained that when a company took on an existing contract, under existing regulations, they had to transfer that labour to the new company, although the management would alter.  The Clerk stated that all the people that attended our meeting from MGWSP were new and she felt that we should give them a month to prove themselves.  
(c) District Councillor John Rakestraw – South Northants District Council.

Cllr. Rakestraw reported a busy year for himself and Cllr. John Kilminster, especially with the housing stock being transferred from South Northamptonshire Council to South Northants Homes.  This had been done because of the need to get housing brought up to standard and was necessary because it would have cost £10m and would have put the district council into a debt situation which they did not want and he was pleased to state that it was  still a debt-free run council. The transfer was going very well with no complaints received.
Cllr. Kilminster and the Chairman had been involved in the restructuring of office staff making the Council more efficient and more accountable.  
Council Tax had been kept low again and they had managed to prepare the budget without making cuts to services and, again, the Council remained debt-free.  

More people than anticipated applied for the 60+ free bus passes but money had been put aside in the case of such an eventuality. 
Chairman had been very involved this year in “Save the Horton” campaign which proved successful.

The Chairman took this opportunity to thank all for their continued support.

Full report on file.

(c)  Councillor John Rakestraw: Chairman, Middleton Cheney, Parish Council.
A very busy year with everyone working hard for the benefit of the village and its residents.  Due to good teamwork the Precept had remained the same for the last 4 years.

Several projects undertaken to improve facilities for all our residents.  These included the Community Speed Watch, B4525 Action Group, support of the Music Festival and the new Pre-school development, donations to the History Society, Cricket and Football teams with donations for equipment and funding of the scale-model of the village.  The Council was working with the PFA and had a representative on that committee. 
Reference the B4525 Action Group the Chairman thanked Cllr. Melling for all his hard work on this.  Accidents and deaths had occurred on this road not only due to speeding but also the state of the road.  The Action Group now met on a regular basis.  A “Wish List” had been submitted to County Council of what we would like to see to improve the B4525 and they had promised to investigate and come back to us in June.    

Parking was still a problem especially in Queen Street and around the Dolphin.
A Mock Emergency Disaster had recently been staged, which had showed our strengthens and weaknesses and this was currently being improved upon with all Councillors having an input.

Due to the Health & Safety regulations, planning of the Stanwell Play area had taken longer than expected.
This year the Chairman would be working with Mrs. Kay Stevens, the councillors and public to create a “Drop In Centre” for the youth of the village.

The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their support and efforts over the passed 12 months as well as the Clerk, the Litter Pickers, the Handy Man, Minute Secretary, Mr. Lionel Drew (for looking after the Stanwell Play area) and Mr. Terry Stacey for his advice and help on financial matters.

Full report on file.

(e) All Parish Organisations.

Village Archivist Report.  Mrs. Long was unable to attend so her report was read to the meeting by the Clerk.

With the help of Chris Wells and Bob Hunter the Middleton Cheney History Society was formed.  Recently a request to supply more Village Trail leaflets by Brackley Tourist Information office was received and 1,000 had been printed (funded by the Parish Council).  These leaflets also available from the Post Office, Take Thyme, Banbury Museum and the Parish Office.

Full report on file.

Middleton Cheney Cricket Club.    No representative able to attend so report read by the Clerk.
This Club ran two Saturday teams in the South Northants Cricket Leagues as well as a team in the Brackley Midweek League.  It also had a thriving Junior Section (Under 13’s and 15’s) in the South Northants Junior Cricket League.

The Club had just acquired two new sightscreens with funding provided by the Parish Council.

Due to the hard work of the Committee this Club was recovering from a few years in the doldrums.

Full report on file.

Middleton Cheney Football Club.  No representative present so report read by the Clerk.

This season 10 teams, from Under 7’s through to adults, did very well.  The Under 15’s won a cup and the Under 10’s won the Jock Christie trophy. 
Thanks to the Parish Council for their donation of new goal posts.

Full report on file.

Middleton Cheney Guides.  No representative present so report read by the Clerk.

Numbers remained at approximately 20 with 2 Guiders and 2 young leaders.  Numbers slightly low due in part to Middleton not having a Brownie Pack.

In February a group travelled to London for “Thinking Day Service”.  District held a Thinking Day Party with Guides and Brownies from other Units and Packs taking part in many different activities.  

In July a visit was made to Summer Camp at Youlbury Scout Activity Centre.  In October The Big Gig at Manchester was attended, which was a pop concert for all members of the Guide Association.

The Guides were busy working towards numerous badges with 5 girls working towards their Baden Powell award.

Full report on file.

Middleton Cheney History Society.  No representative present so report read by the Clerk.

The Society was formed in February of this year and now had more than 50 members and held their meeting on the fourth Monday of the month (excluding Bank Holidays) in the Library in Main Road.  Grateful to the Parish Council for their set-up grant and continued support.

Full report on file.

Lynden Players.  No representative present so report read by the Clerk.

Membership was now 65.  Two major productions this year both well received.  In July they performed an Old Time Music Hall which raised almost £2,000 for “Katherine House Hospice” and, in addition they continued to perform Road shows for local groups. 

Organisation was underway to begin a Youth Branch of the society in the near future, with over 50 youngsters attending a recent Open Evening.

Full report on file.

Middleton Cheney Pre-School. 

Mr. Chris Palmer (Chairman) informed the meeting that the Pre-School Development Committee had been formed in April 2006 with the intention to identify a suitable location to build a new dedication Pre-School.  He reported that the PFA stepped forward with an offer for the Pre-school to relocate to a site alongside the existing Social Club which was accepted and was happily working alongside the new PFA Committee with ongoing meetings and discussions regarding both party’s requirements.  The Parish Council donated funds to allow the commissioning of a feasibility study with a local architect who would deliver an outline concept and price for the build.

He estimated that a capital cash amount in the region of £350/£400,000 would be required and, to this end, the Pre-School Development Committee had raised in excess of £10,000.  In addition they had successfully negotiated the first stage of a National Lottery bid.  They had also met with 
Lord Heseltine who would not only be supporting the Lottery application but had generously given his family’s support to the New Fund by promising a donation up to a maximum of £30,000.

Finally, he thanked the Chairman and members of the Parish Council for their enthusiastic support for this project.

Full report on file.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Palmer, on behalf of the Council and the residents of Middleton Cheney, for all his hard work and dedication on this.

Village Hall Management Committee. Cllr. Dixon was pleased to report that the Hall was both structurally, functionally and financially better now than it had been for many years.

The next project was the complete refurbishment of the toilets, ensuring that they complied with the latest legislation and to make them more user friendly.  Plans received for this project and the start was imminent.  The bar area and vestibule high on agenda for attention and funding for these areas should not be a problem once plans had been prepared.

Cllr. Dixon went on to thank everyone concerned for their support during the past year.
Full report on file.

Age Concern.  A report was given by Cllr. Parrymore.  They were currently looking for a new secretary as their currently one, (Mrs. Parrymore) recently had a stroke and unable to continue.  

The Club was financially viable and the programme was set until the end of the year with a membership of approximately 70 people most of which were 70+ years of age.  The organisation collected old spectacles for Africa. They also knitted clothes for premature babies which were taken to the Horton Hospital every six months.  
Activities had included a talk on Sulgrave Manor, a visit from the people who run Horton Hospital radio, Brackley Mail Voice Choir, the Junior School who sung songs from their Christmas show, a ukulele player and a keyboard player.  They were given a talk about the benefits that elder people can apply for.  Two Police Officers had attended one of their meetings discussing “safety in the home” which was well received and very informative.
Age Concern had done a deal with Innocent Smoothies whereby their members knitted bobble hats for Innocent Smoothie bottles, for which they receive a donation. Last year Middleton Cheney Age Concern Group made 1,000 hats and received an income of £705.

Playing Fields Association.  Mr. Phil Aris as the new Chairman of the PFA informed the meeting that he would be taking over his new role next Tuesday.  He re-affirmed the Committee’s commitment to the new Pre-school development programme and thanked Chris Palmer for all his help with organising the Music Festival.  He also commented that the organisation for the festival had been made so much easier with the financial support of the Middleton Cheney Parish Council.
Middleton Cheney Tennis Club. Mr. John Stephenson stated that in 2007 they had 90 registered members.  In Summer 2007 they had three 6-player teams and in Winter 2007/8 had three 4-player teams playing in the Banbury mixed Adult league.
In August the tennis courts would be made available, as usual, for two mornings for SNC Summer Activity Programme.

Presently discussing quotations for repainting two of their courts at a cost of approximately £2,850 plus VAT.  
They felt that the impending changes to the PFA and the co-operation with the Pre-school were very exciting and encouraging and they looked forward to and embraced any initiatives that would make our village sportier.

Full report on file.

Regarding the painting of two of their courts, the Chairman suggested that Mr. Stephenson applied to the Parish Council to see whether it was possible for us to help with this.

The Chairman felt that signage for the Social Club should be put on the agenda for next Parish Meeting.  We needed proper signs erected indicating location of the Social Club, Playing Fields etc.
Churches Together.  Mrs. T. Jones, representing “Churches Together”, i.e. the three village churches, All Saints, Methodist and the Baptist Church, explained that 10 years ago the Anglicans and the Methodists signed what was called a Covenant to work together and this year were celebrating this Covenant.  This celebration would be on 22nd June at 10.00.a.m. at All Saints and then progress to the Methodist church followed by refreshments.  
Their latest project was with the W.I., Age Concern and the Alzheimer Group to organise a meeting, in the village, with people from Social Services to hear how their recently restructured services now worked which should be helpful to all concerned.
Over £2,900 has been raised for Christian Week (new record), and “Walk for Water” raised over £600.
Art Group.   A representative of the Art Group informed the meeting that following on from last Summer’s Art Show in the Parish Meeting Room, an Art Group had been started in Middleton Cheney and now had 16 regular members, who were about to have their first exhibition at the All Saints Church Garden Open Day and were also having an exhibition during the Strawberry Fayre.  
United Charities.  Cllr. Solesbury informed the meeting that United Charities had funds available for appropriate causes.  They looked after the allotments in the middle of the village, which were now fully booked and recently helped towards the cost of a number of hand bells. Mainly they helped people who needed additional funding for further education.  
Middleton Cheney Hand Bell Ringers, wished to thank the Parish Council for the donation that the Parish Council made towards the hand-bells.
5. PARISH MATTERS.

Any Other Lawful Business.

No other lawful business.

The meeting closed at 9.30.p.m.

Page 1 of 7
Middleton Cheney Annual Parish Meeting 22.05.08

