MIDDLETON CHENEY ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

THURSDAY 17TH MAY, 2007.
Present: 

Chairman Cllr. J. Rakestraw.




Cllrs. P. Browne, C. Bryant, P. Dixon, V. Furniss, A. Parrymore, 




Mrs. C. Stacey (Clerk) and Mr. T. Stacey



PCSO S. Bourne, P.C. M. Dearsley and PCSO C. Ashmore



Mrs. N. Long – Parish Council Archivist




Mrs. A. Robbins – Secretary of the Playing Fields Association                             


            Mrs. J.  Duty  - Chairman of Gardening Club and Representative for Help at Hand



Two Representatives from the Scouts.

1. APOLOGIES.

Apologies were received from Cllrs. Bowden, Jerrams Coughtrey, Possinger, and Solesbury.
2. WELCOME.

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.

3.  MINUTES.

(a) Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 18th May, 2006.

The Chairman proposed that these be accepted as a true and correct record, seconded by Mr. T. Stacey.  All agreed and these were duly signed.

(b) Matters arising from the Minutes.

Upgrading and installation of another CCTV camera at the Playing Field had not been undertaken due to the frosty weather – work would be done when weather permits.

4. REPORTS TO THE MEETING.

(b) Police.

PC Martyn Dearsley informed the meeting that as part of a Safe Community Team (two Police Officers and three Police Community Support Officers) they covered a total of 34 villages. Being reasonably accessible and known to local people they tackled crimes and problems identified within the local area.  

Their Force telephone number was 08453 700700 which was a non-emergency line.  999 was for emergencies only and was not responded to locally which should be borne in mind.

The Police man an office at Chenderit School every Monday but outside term time this was held in the Parish Meeting Rooms.  Cllr. Parrymore commented that two elderly members of Age Concern visited Chenderit School to see the Police but unfortunately the office was unattended.  PCSO Bourne responded that she had spoken to the people concerned and dealt with the matter.   

Crime in the general area was down by 9.4%, for the sixth successive year.  In our village there were 94 crimes last year - a reduction of 2 on the previous 12 months.  These included 10 violent crimes (this figure included domestic incidents),  12 burglary dwellings, 7 burglary others, 15 thefts from vehicles, 4 thefts of vehicles, 1 vehicle interference, 7 vehicle damages, 18 criminal damages and 16 other thefts.  Although unable to be precise, P.C. Dearsley understood that the detection rate was between 20% - 25%.
The Police were thanked for attending and then left the meeting.

(a) Chairman’s Report – Cllr. J. Rakestraw.

The Chairman’s personal challenge for this year was improvement of footpaths, roads, speeds and signs.  He had requested that “Speed Watch” was undertaken in the village.  
He felt that we had solved the litter problem in the village with the employment of two extremely good litter pickers.  The maintenance man also did a very good job and, by carrying out repairs, making areas safe etc., his work had resulted in savings for the Parish Council.  

Last year we had our first “Open Day” which was extremely successful.  All Councillors worked very hard, but this year we were going even further by having a “Month of Madness” in August for the children as well as another “Open Day” on 1st September.

The Chairman thanked the Councillors for their support and efforts over the passed 12 months.

(d) Parish Council Archivist – Mrs. N. Long.

Mrs. Long had prepared and displayed a brief history of the Parish Council in the Village Hall Fair in September, presented a Village history display for the Primary School for a project during the Autumn term and made a presentation to Age Concern entitled “The History of Middleton Cheney”. (This year one screen returned damaged - she wondered whether this could be replaced with a more robust model).

She had had numerous enquiries from people researching their ancestors and had provided copies of photographs from her archives.  She had provided copies of the Village Trail for Spanish Exchange students visiting Chenderit School, been involved in up-dating and re-writing the Order of Service for the Remembrance Service with advice from the Royal British Legion and co-ordinated the annual Poppy Appeal in Middleton Cheney, which raised £1,570.90, which was a record.  

Mrs. Long suggested that perhaps some thought should be given to presenting an exhibition of vintage photographs. 
Full report on file.

(c) DISTRICT CONCIL– Cllr. J. Rakestraw.

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had just served four years with the District Council and was now entering his second four year term.  He had served on several Committees which had been beneficial to the Parish Council and the village.  For the next 12 months he would be sitting on the Economic & Environmental Review Committee and the Local Joint Committee (which looked at Wage negotiations). 

This year had seen a lot of re-organisation with Local Government and they were in the throes of approaching everyone living in Council homes as the Council intended selling such houses to a Housing Association - South Northants Homes.  This was being seriously considered because Her Majesty’s Government had decided that the houses must be brought up to a “gold” standard which would cost the Council £20 million and put the Council in debt.  The recommendation of the Council was that tenants agreed to the sale to a Housing Association.  This would make no difference to the tenants, rents would remain the same and the tenant’s right to buy remained in place. Every tenant would be individually visited and would receive an explanatory booklet.  

Full report on file.

Report submitted from the County Councillor, with apologies for being unable to attend, but would like to attend a future Parish Council Meeting.  This had been circulated and copy on file.

(e) All Parish Organisations.

United Charities had made grants of £5,650 for the year ending 31st December, 2006.  The allotments in the village were well used with a waiting list for plots.  There were still plots on the Overthorpe Road available.  The By-Pass Wood, Pocket Park, was maturing well.

All applications for grants should be to the Chairman by letter in the first instance. Full report on file.

Graham Hunt representing the 1st Middleton Cheney Scout Group reported they had 14 Beavers, 10 Cubs and 2 youths eligible for Scouts but a Scout Group could not run with 2 members.  In September this should change as some of the Cubs would be eligible to become Scouts.  
They were a very small group and would be grateful for any financial help available.  They had recently applied for an award from B.&.Q., in order to refurbish the Hall they had inherited.  He had also ascertained that the local B.&.Q. store had a fund of £500 that it could allocate to local groups which they had  also applied for. 
All the Leaders, including himself were new and receiving training at the moment.  He hoped when training was completed, to run a camp for the children and their parents and, hopefully, this would encourage the Group to grow.  This would be funded by the parents, but in cases of hardship, the Chairman suggested that the Parish Council may be able to help.  
Cllr. Browne suggested that the Scout Leader liaise with him regarding the “Month of Madness” as possibly the Cubs/Beavers would like to get involved in and vice-versa.

Cllr. Parrymore reported on behalf of Age Concern that their membership had stabilised over the last year at between 50/60 members to every meeting and they had varied topics at their monthly meetings.
At the last Annual Parish Meeting he mentioned that Age Concern collected old spectacles and over the last year they had collected just over 300 pairs which eventually found their way to Africa. 
Over a number of years the knitting of outfits for premature babies at the Horton Hospital had also been undertaken.

Full report on file.
Mrs. Jane Duty Chairman of the Garden Club explained that the organisation had started in 2002 with approximately 106 members.  Their President was Lord Heseltine who invited them to his garden three times a year.  They were a very active Club having talks and visits throughout the year and had also been busy planting bulbs in the village itself and hoped to become even more involved.

The Village Open Day last year was very enjoyable where they held their Horticultural Show and they would attend again this year.  They were holding a “Gardeners Question Time” in July when Lord Heseltine’s gardener would be on the panel.  

They would like to consult with the Parish Council about finding a patch of ground, that they would guarantee to look after, that could be cultivated as a memorial garden for Garden Club members and for people of the village.  This was felt to be a feasible idea and a meeting to be arranged to discuss this further.
Mrs. Duty was also involved with “Help at Hand” which was a voluntary organisation under the umbrella of Northants C.C. and supported by the Parish Council.  Its aim was to transport the elderly to the hospital/doctors/dentists etc., with patients paying the driver a nominal fee per journey. The had ten drivers currently and in 2006/7 there were 394 journeys, although 3 requests did have to be refused during that time due to lack of available drivers. The Parish Council paid their insurance.

Mrs. A. Robbins Secretary of the Playing Fields Association reported a very mixed year.  A successful Music Festival and Quiz were followed by disappointing support for the Arm Forces Weekend.  Although the entrance fee for the Arm Forces event had been high, this had taken into account the cost of toilets, fencing and the re-enactment fees which had come to approximately £3,000.  
Mrs. Robbins stated that some people in the village thought that the Playing Field was run by the Council, and that there was nothing for them to do to help keep it running. She felt that with this sort of attitude, and the fact that they never get enough people to serve on the Committee, they were going to have a very tough year.

The Chairman informed Mrs. Robbins that the Clerk would be writing shortly to the Playing Fields Association to set up a meeting to look at putting a representative of the Parish Council on their Committee which should be of benefit to all.

Cllr. Dixon, Chairman of the Village Hall Committee, reported a very successful year with a very good Committee.  They had attempted to keep the Hall upgraded to meet all the numerous legislation Acts that came into force.  The kitchen was successfully refurbished last year and the next project to be undertaken would be to re-vamp the toilets so that they were user friendly, particularly with regards to the disabled.  The Hall itself was well used and financially in a stable position.

Mr. Stacey, Treasurer of the Village Hall Committee, pointed out that the major problem with the Hall was the restriction of how many Pay Bars they could have. They were entitled to 12 and last year would have needed 28!  They had managed to get round this as so many people said they would run their own bars and not use the local pubs for a sale bar.  Mr. Stacey felt that whilst they were trying to provide a service to people like Age Concern, the W.I. etc. current laws were making the financial side very difficult. 
Although some of the organisations were successful, Cllr. Rakestraw felt he had to emphasise that they all needed a lot more encouragement from residents of Middleton Cheney and surrounding areas and for them to come forward to help on the various Committees as it would be very disappointing to see the closure of any of our facilities due to lack of help.
5. PARISH MATTERS.

Any Other Lawful Business.

No other lawful business.

The meeting closed at 9.00.p.m.
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