Village Diary: September 2009

*Parish Council Meetings (7.15pm): 7 Sept, 5 Oct, 2 Nov, 7 Dec*

Sept. 2nd  Wed Age Concern - Harvest Festival led by Mr. T. Richards
Sept. 12th  Sat VILLAGE HALL FETE & PARISH COUNCIL OPEN DAY INCLUDING
GARDEN CLUB FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW
&
MIDDLETON CHENEY ART GROUP EXHIBITION

Sept. 21st Mon Garden Club - Cotswold Gardens - presented by Tony Russell - BBC
garden writer and broadcaster

Sept. 28th Sat History Society 7.30pm - MC Library. The Pilgrim Fathers - The story
of their crossing between Holland & New York - by Paul Titchener

Oct. 2nd Wed Age Concern - Visit by Barn Farm Plants

Oct. 19th Mon Garden Club - Orchid Update - by our local expert Peter White.

Oct. 26th Sat Hist. Soc. 7.30pm - MC Library. “They called it the Crime of the Century’ by
Jack Woolley. The Great Train Robbery & the Middleton Cheney connection.

Nov. 4th  Wed Age Concern - Visit by People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals

Nov. 8th  Sun REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - All Saints Church 2pm - Followed by a
parade to the War Memorial at approx 2.45pm for the laying of wreaths.

Nov. 9th  Mon Garden Club - Images of Gardens & Flowers - by Clive Nicholls, award
winning photographer. (NB. This meeting is at Chenderit School).

Nov. 23rd Sat Hist. Soc. 7.30pm - MC Library. Mummers and Mince Pies - a
pre-Christmas social evening in a traditional style.

Dec. 2nd Wed Age Concern - Christmas Party with Mr. Bo Jangles on the keyboard

If you would like to include your event in this section please notify the Parish Clerk
(Email clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk or call 713500). Entries must be received from the organiser
by the relevant copy date - they are not automatically rolled over to the next edition.

The editors reserve the right to edit all material and every effort will be made to ensure that the

information in this newsletter is accurate. We will endeavour to include all items submitted but

occasionally space may be limited and your article may have to be included in the next edition.
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VILLAGE OF THE YEAR
COMPETITION

... AND THE WINNER IS -
MIDDLETON CHENEY!
(in the large villages category)
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Since 2005 this competition has changed
dramatically and is much more
complicated. Gone are the days when you
just had to rush around, tidy up play areas,
plant geraniums and make your village
look pretty for the judges visit. Now there
is a 15 page entry form and a two hour
interview!

The first year Middleton entered in 2007
we came second in the Newcomers Cup
and last year we were runners up in our
category of large villages. This year we
won our category and came runners up
overall. Well Done Middleton Cheney!

This competition really shows how much
goes on in the village and as one of the
judges said it's a bit like an MOT. You
don’t know what is happening until you

start checking and filling out the form. We
have a busy and very active village and
the competition really brings all the
elements of Middleton life together. They
wanted to know about our community life,
businesses, facilities for young people,
older people, the environment, sports
activities, future plans and how people
worked together within all the groups,
clubs and activities.

In particular they were impressed by our
Month of Madness activities and the Parish
Council's emergency plan. (If the summer
weather is always going to be so wet
perhaps the emergency plan could
become one of the activities! )

I would like to thank and congratulate all
in Middleton Cheney who work so hard to
make this, what we all know is, the Best
Village in Northamptonshire - and now we
have a cup to prove it. Next year we want
to win the overall competition and work
has already started on this

Caroline Stacey - Clerk.
Middleton Cheney Parish Council

The next issue of the Village News will be
delivered in December. Please send all
articles by 13 November to the Parish Clerk
by email: clerk@middletoncheney.org.uk or
by post to the Parish Meeting Room. Entries
should be no bigger than half A5 page.

This newsletter is published and sponsored by Middleton Cheney Parish Council



VILLAGE WEB-SITE
Middleton Cheney now has a fully functional web-site
http://middletoncheney.org
If you would like your organisation featured or linked, please
contact Alison on alison@middletoncheney.org Or you can phone
her on 07729 833 705. Alison will be able to help you through the
whole procedure even if you are not yet computer friendly.

THE VILLAGE HALL
& PARISH COUNCIL FUN DAY
Is planned for
k% SATURDAY 12™ SEPTEMBER
11 — 4pm

to include the
GARDEN CLUB FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW
& MC ART GROUP EXHIBITION

Please look out for further details
(local press & village posters)

For more information or to book a stall
tel: Sandra (711104) or Roger (710316)
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THE GARDEN CLUB — would like to remind all villagers and members of the
club that they have just a few weeks left to enter the Middleton
Cheney'’s traditional village FLOWER AND PRODUCE
SHOW. Whatever your interests be they jam making, cake
baking, growing vegetables , flower arranging or photography,
there is a category in which you might enter, there are ones
for children too. Our aim is to have a fun event, without the
drama of the one held in Ambridge! Cups as prizes for adults,
book tokens for children. Come along and see who has grown
Middleton's longest bean... entry is free!

Sewerage (Thames Water) 08459200800, Leakage Helpline 0800771881

POPPY APPEAL 2009 — This year we have seen worrying and sad
news from various parts of the globe, particularly areas where peace-
keeping is proving to be just as dangerous a job as fighting a full-
blown war.
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In November we will pause for silence as we give thanks to those who (’/
have defended their countries in two world wars. However we can do
more than give thanks with our hearts and minds. We can also reach into our wallets
and buy a poppy. The work of the British Legion has changed, it will continue to look
after the veterans of the Second World War, but increasingly it will have to do what it
was originally set up for 80 years ago — to look after the young service men and
women who come home from battle scarred, or the growing number of widows and

young children who will never know their father.

support it needs to do the job so that we can all provide a land fit for a new

@ Please help —it is up to us to give the Royal British Legion the money and

generation of heroes.

uanmwrmmnsl O —
I ————

Please remind all your clients, friends,
relatives and neighbours that they
should never open the door to a
stranger. They should shout through
the door or look through a window to
identify the caller.

If it is not a friend /carer / relative or a
pre arranged appointment, they should
not open the door.

Even if there is a chain fitted a
vulnerable person can sometimes be
persuaded or intimidated into
removing the chain.

If in doubt they should call the 999
emergency Police number.

All doors should be kept locked, even
during the day and all windows should

when ever possible also be closed and
the locks used if fitted.

Your shed or garage are an easy
target for thieves to break into. Please
secure your shed or garage using a
good quality lock and make a note of
any serial numbers on things like your
lawn mower and power tools. Marking
your property with your house number
and post code is always a good idea.

Useful Contact Numbers:

The Street Doctor 0845 6011113
Untaxed Vehicles 0800 0325202

Fly Tipping 01327 322347
Stray Dogs 0845 2300226
Consumer direct

(DTI) 0845 4040506
Free Home Fire

Safety Checks 0800 3899950
Abandoned

Vehicles 0845 6121999

PC790 Martyn Dearsley
PCSO Clive Ashmore
PCSO Charlotte Whitehead

Electricity - Ring your own electricity supplier, Gas 0800 111999



OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - ‘SHOEBOXES BURSTING WITH JOY.’ -
Just imagine: for many disadvantaged children in the world, a shoebox wrapped
in cheery paper and filled with a selection of new small gifts and goodies is the
first Christmas present they've ever received.

You may already have supported, or heard of, this project run annually by
Samaritan’s Purse, and which the Sunday School and congregations of All
Saints and the Methodist church in this village have supported for the last few
years.

Individuals, families or groups of friends/colleagues are invited to make up a
shoebox(es) of suitable new goodies for a boy or girl in one of three age groups:
2-4 years, 5-9 years or 10-14 years. You then take the box /boxes to a local drop
off point in the village.

Leaflets and full details about making up a box, donating suitable
new goodies to go into a box, or making a donation to help with
distribution costs, are available from:

Mary Phipps on 01295 712894 or Carol Souch on 01295 712922.

On 2 Saturday mornings — 31 October and 14™ November, from 9.30am, we
shall be wrapping and filling shoeboxes in the Methodist Schoolroom. Anyone
who can help on these mornings will be very welcome — please let Mary or Carol
know in advance. Completed boxes can also be dropped off then.

YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY SERVICE - Although we have a very user-friendly
Library in Middleton Cheney, please don't forget that if you cannot get to the
Library there are other ways of getting library books in ordinary print, large print
and audio.

We run a Home Library Service from our libraries in both Middleton Cheney and
Brackley. If you cannot get to a library please get in touch with any of the library
staff and we can arrange for a volunteer to bring you a box of books (specially
chosen for you) on a regular basis. We are hoping to expand this service so we
are also looking to recruit more volunteers. If you think you might enjoy
delivering boxes of books and can make a regular commitment of a few hours
per month please talk to the library staff or ring us on (01295 710796)

The Mobile Library from Daventry tours the villages and sheltered housing
complexes on a 3 weekly schedule.

For visually impaired people — both blind and partially sighted —
staff are available to visit and discuss other options such as the
postal services offered by the RNIB, Calibre and Talking
Newspapers. Please get in touch with Judith Davies at Daventry
Library (01327) 703130.

Judith Davies, Community Librarian for this part of South and West Northants.

Potholes -The Street Doctor 0845 601 1113, Cold callers - 0845 404 0506

THE MIDDLETON CHENEY ART GROUP - will be holding an exhibition of some
of their work at the Parish Meeting Rooms on Saturday 12th September from
10am to 4pm.

All the exhibits are from members, who are all amateurs. Many different media
are used. They meet in the Parish Meeting Rooms on a Tuesday and are tu-
tored by Caroline Chappell, who also runs some Saturday Art workshops at
Chenderit School.

If you would be interested in joining this friendly group, ring
711035 or e-mail carolinetchapell@googlemail.com.

Come and visit the exhibition as everyone is welcome. Talk to
some of the members, who will be present for information, as it
might inspire you to try your hand.

PLAYING FIELDS ASSOCIATION - Just a brief message of thanks to all of you
for your part in making a fantastic village fete for all to enjoy in July. As this is
something | have never arranged before, | am hearing nothing but good reports
by many who attended the event and it seems as though the good old fashioned
fete was welcomed back!!!!

Extreme thanks to all of the fantastic performing groups, it was a little difficult to
arrange in the end as we had been experiencing unpredictable weather. It was in
my interest to accommodate you all, in order to keep dry, so apologies if your
performance was slightly shorter than planned. Nevertheless, it seems as though
all performances that took place were enjoyed by many and the weather turned
out to be kind in the end!

You may like to know that the fete combined with the music festival held the day
before made a profit in the region of £8000 for our Playing Field Association -
however, even though this is a tremendous amount of money, my primary inten-
tion was to hold the fete as an opportunity for many clubs and groups to promote
awareness and | feel as if we achieved this by having a variety of things going
on.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with regard to a follow-up next summer,
should you want to participate again as | am certain we will be repeating the
event next year!!!

Teresa Aris - MC PFA - Chair.
(tel 712464 or e-mail t.aris@homecall.co.uk)

Street Lighting & Cemetery - Contact Parish Clerk in Office 713500






